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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-8239 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 20, SECTION 20-15 “PAWS DOG PARK,” OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (c) AUTHORIZING 
THE DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 
CERTAIN PERSONS INVESTIGATED FOR OR CONVICTED OF ANIMAL 
CRUELTY OR RELATED OFFENSES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT, 
CODIFICATION, REPEAL OF CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville Beach (the “City”) has the authority to adopt this 
Ordinance pursuant to Art. VIII § 2 of the Constitution of the State of Florida; and Chapter 166 
Florida Statutes; and 

 WHEREAS, the City owns, operates, and maintains the Paws Dog Park as a membership-
required recreational facility governed by Section 20-15 of the Code of Ordinances; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 20-15 requires membership to access the Paws Dog Park and 
authorizes the removal of visitors, the suspension of park privileges, and the revocation of 
membership under the circumstances described therein; and 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 828, Florida Statutes, establishes offenses relating to cruelty to 
animals; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that persons who have been convicted of, or are being 
investigated for, animal cruelty or related offenses may present a risk to the animals and users of 
the Paws Dog Park; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to establish a fair process by which membership and 
access to the Paws Dog Park may be denied, suspended, or revoked for such persons; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the adoption of this Ordinance serves a legitimate 
governmental purpose, is a permissible exercise of the City’s powers and authority, benefits the 
health, safety, and welfare of the City’s citizens, and serves to protect and preserve City property 
for the public benefit.  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA:  

 SECTION 1. RECITALS AND LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The above recitals and 
legislative findings are ratified, correct and made a part of this Ordinance. 
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 SECTION 2. SECTION 20-15 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA, IS HEREBY AMENDED BY ADDING SUBSECTION (c) 
TO READ AS FOLLOWS1: 

**** 

(c)  Denial, suspension, or revocation of membership and access for animal cruelty offenses. 

(1)  Definitions. For the purpose of this subsection: 

a.  “Animal cruelty offense” means a violation of any provision of Chapter 828, Florida 
Statutes, or any substantially similar offense under the law of another state, territory, 
or the United States.  

(2)  Authority. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the city manager or 
designee may immediately deny, suspend, or revoke the membership and park-access 
privileges of any person who has been convicted of an animal cruelty offense or is being 
investigated for such an offense. This authority is in addition to, and does not limit, the 
removal, suspension, and revocation authority provided anywhere else in the Code of 
Ordinances.  

(3)  Reinstatement. Any person whose membership is suspended or revoked pursuant to this 
subsection may seek reinstatement by written request to the city manager or designee. 
Reinstatement is at the discretion of the city manager or designee. If reinstatement is 
granted, it shall be contingent upon proof of completion of an animal cruelty prevention 
and education course. 

(4)  Enforcement. A person whose membership or access has been denied, suspended, or 
revoked under this subsection and who thereafter enters or remains at the Paws Dog Park 
may be removed and may be subject to arrest and/or prosecution for criminal trespass.  

 SECTION 3. CODIFICATION. The City Council intends that this Ordinance will be made 
a part of and codified in the City of Jacksonville Beach Code of Ordinances.  

 SECTION 4. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. All ordinances and resolutions 
previously adopted or entered into by the City that are in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed 
to the extent inconsistent herewith.  

  SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall not be affected by such invalidity.  

 SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance will immediately take effect upon its 
adoption by the City Council.  

 
1 Strikethrough text indicates deletions, underline text indicates additions. 
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AUTHENTICATED THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, A.D., 2026.  

 

 

 
Christine H. Hoffman, Mayor 
 
 
 
Molly Alleger, City Clerk 

 

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency: 
 
 
 
David Migut, City Attorney 

  


